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[Reimbursesent for Househunting Trip). B-188350. June 3, 1977, 3
PP-

Decision re: Collin R, Galloway; by Robert P. Xeller, Deputy
Coaptroller General.

Issueaggea: Personnel sanagement and Cumpensaticn: Compensatior

{ |

contact: Office orf the General Couinse): Civilian Personnel.

Budgst Punction: General Government: Central Personnel
Manageaent (205).

Organizaticn Concerned: NMining Enorcement and Safety
Adainistration.

Authority: 5 U0.S.C., 5724a{a) (2). P.T.R. (PPHR 01-7), para.
2-4,3(c). B-182508 (1975). B-179449 (1973). R-185532 (1976).

sandra L. Schaick, an Authorized Certifying Officer of
the Mining Enforceirent and Safety Administration, requested a
detersipaticvo as ¢:. whether a clais for reimburszsnent for the
expense vi a househunting trip may %e authorized for paysent.
Reimbursecent was not allowed without prior authorization.
Afvica to employee which resulted in his not requesting
asthorization 4id not constitute an adginistrative error
alloving for retroactive correctioa. (Author/scC)




John Carter
Civ.Pern.

THE COMPTRAOLLER OENERAL
CF THE UNITED STATES
w

ABHINGTON, OD.C. 20849

FILE: B-188350 DATE: June 3, 1977

MATTSA OF: Collin R. Galloway - Houseshunting trip

DIGEST: Employee who failed to request authorization for
housenunting trip because of advice that reim-
bur'sement for such expenses could be requested
later may not be reimbursed for househunting
trip nerfo.'med without prior authorization.
Administrative errora which may be retro-
actively corrected to change employse travel
benefits are those which relate to failure
to follow specific intent of authorizing of-
fricial regarding prior authorization. Officiszls
here could forr. rc intent to authorize house~
hunting expensas since trip was not reguested
by employee.

W2 hnve bean reguestud by Ms, Sandra L. Schmick, an authcrized
certifyirg offt'icer of the Mining Enforcement and Safety Admin..
istration (MESA'. Department of the Interior, to determine whetuer
the claim of M Coilin R. G2) oway for reimbursement for ih:
exnense. of a househun-i: i authorized for pavwe. .

Tu vt
B

) . M. GCalloway was Cr.- ‘” 2 Rellevue, Washington, to
Spokene, Washington, effw. ™. .. . V. 1976, On June 30, 1976,
in preparatio iur the pei: at? - 2 2xecuted an employment
agreement ac: corpleted a pers. ¢~ .sfer travel data form

from which his travel authorir:iic: was to be prepared. During
the puriod from July 2, 1976, to July 5, 1976, Mr. Gallowsy and
his wife traveled to Spokane to seek nev residence aurprters,

Mr. Gaijoway'a travel authorizetion, issued and *iznw! on July 15,
1976, d¢ nit auchorize veimbur .<ment for a hcousekuntire tricl

but did Hsutlor’. %pp to 30 days tewporary qus- - m8 Sudsitienie
expense: Mmity wich Mr. Galloway's r.. ;t for an advance
of fund: _ . e wJorary guarte:s iriilcated o . . travel aastu form.
MESA offiz.its suspendea fror - Grlloway's ociginal travel claim
the amount of $278.2% claic- . . .- his househuning trip because
it was not auchourized “a his travel order. In his reclaim

M. Galloway states 2t he did not request reimbursement for

househunting éxpens:* - his travel data form because he was
advised by an <¢'f!' - _.{ the MESA Spokar: office that they did
not like to ~ - v :h temporary quurters and a househunting

L1

e el




B-188350

trip and that he could claim househunting expenses later if he

did not use temporary quarters. Mr. Galloway contends, in effect,
that this advice was an administrative error which may be
corrected by retroactively authorizing reimbursement of his house-
hunting expenses.

“ie travel of employees for the purpose of seeking vew
residence quarters at a new duty station is authorized under the
provisions of § U.S.C. 5724a(a)(2) (1970), implemented in part
2-4 of the Federal Travel Regulations (FTR) (FPMR 101-T){May 1973).
FTR para. 2-4.3(c) provides in pertinent part:

"c. Authorization prior to trip. The trip
for finding residence quarters shall not be
made at Goverrment expense unless a permanent
change of station travel order has been issued
which includes authorization for the roum
trip and mode of transportation and period of
time allowed for the tpip # & % .»

In certain cases we have allowed the payment of expenses for
a househunting trip, notwithstanding the absemnce of prior written
authorization, where the employee was verbally authorized by a
responsjible official of the agency with competent authority befo.-=
the trip was made and the manner of the travel was in the best
interest of the agency. Houever, in the absence of authorization
prior to perfurmnce of the trip by an official vested with auth-
ority to grant such authorization, we have.held that househunting
trip expenses may not be reimbursed. B-18250%, Jume 3, 1975.

The question here is whether the advice to M. Galloway which
caused hkim not to request authorization of a househunting trip on
his travel data form constitutes error of a type which my be
construed as an exception to the regulatory requirement that the
travel order include authorization for travel to ssek residence
guarters at the new duty station. In this particular context,
administrative errors which may be retroactively corrected to
increase or decrease the travel benefits allowed employees are
those which relate to a failure to follow the spacific intent of
the authorizinzg official with respect to prior authorization.
B-179449, November -26, 1973. There is no evidemce that the indi-
vidual who advised Mr, Galloway with respecc to his completion of
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the travel data fcrm had authority to authorize travel expenses.
Thus it appoears that MESA officials having such authority could
form no specitic intent with regard to Mr. Galloway's entitlement
to a househunting trip at Government expense since they were not
requested on the personnel travei cata form to authorize such &
trip. Because no authorization, written or otherwise, was

mde prior to Mr. Galloway's househunt.ing trip, there is no
basis upon which reimbursement for the expense of such a trip

my be authorized. B-185532, September 21, 1976.

Aecordingly, the voucher my not be certified for payment.

Comptroll “’G‘Lb 1
Degu omptrolldr Genefa
ty of the United States





